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I. Subarea Description

The City of La Mesa is almost entirely developed with urban uses, and is surrounded
by urbanization (i.e., the cities of San Diego, El Cajon, and Lemon Grove, and the
unincorporated communities of Spring Valley and Valle De Oro (within the jurisdiction
of the County of San Diego). State Routes 94 and 125 form the southern and general
eastern boundaries of the City, respectively, and Interstate 8 bisects the City east to west

(Figure 1).

La Mesa encompasses a total of 6200 acres of land, and has a population of 56,000
people. The topography of La Mesa is essentially a mesa ranging from 500 to 600 feet
above mean sea level (MSL). The mesa is bisected east to west by Alvarado Canyon
which contains Interstate 8 and Fletcher Parkway, both major west-east transportation
corridors. Along the southern boundary is a northeast-southwest trending ridge that
rises in elevation to 750 feet MSL.

The Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP) vegetation mapping identifies
coastal sage scrub habitat as the only significant natural habitat within the City limits.
The MSCP maps indicate that approximately 208 acres of coastal sage scrub habitat
exists within the City (Figure 2). These 208 acres constitute 0.2% of the total coastal sage
scrub mapped in the MSCP area. The MSCP Habitat Elevation Model ranks the habitat
as "High" and "Moderate."

The MSCP vegetation map shows that the coastal sage scrub habitat located in La Mesa
is divided into three distinct blocks. The western block contains 11 acres, the central
block contains 159 acres, and the eastern block contains 38 acres. In 1992 the
construction of a Navy housing complex removed 36 of the 38 acres of coastal sage scrub
in the eastern block. Two acres of coastal sage scrub were dedicated as open space for
preservation of the California Gnatcatcher.

The remaining 179 acres of coastal sage scrub in the City of La Mesa are surrounded by
urban development as shown on Figure 2. As part of the approval of the Eastridge
Specific Plan and Tentative Tract Map 90-02, which covers approximately 87% of the
habitat area, 50 acres of coastal sage scrub habitat will be preserved as permanent open
space and habitat area through the granting of an open space easement to the City.
While none of the coastal sage scrub habitat in La Mesa is not included in the MSCP
"Multi-Habitat Planning Area" or the "Core Biological Resource Areas and Linkages"
(Figures 3 and 4), these 55 acres, or 31% of the City’s remaining coastal sage scrub
habitat will be preserved.





